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Welcome to one of the world’s finest celebrations, the 
Kentucky Derby Festival.  On behalf of the 75-member 
Board of Directors, staff, 4,000 volunteers and our 400 
sponsors, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Louisville.  
The Kentucky Derby Festival has stretched a legendary 
“two minutes” into more than a month of fun for our 
community.  This whirlwind of colorful activities is an annual 
rite of spring in this region and we hope you enjoy it.

With more than 70 special events, there are numerous interesting and fun stories 
to share.  This year, each event will reflect the Festival’s theme – “Road to Fun” 
– celebrating the excitement of taking a “road trip” to explore the wonderful 
attractions that make our area of the country so beloved.  You’ll see creative 
road signs and maps incorporated into promotions and event decorations at all 
of Festival’s events.  This media guide will give you a glimpse of all of them.

We appreciate your interest and look forward to working with you.  Please 
contact our press staff to assist with your efforts and make your job easier.  If 
you are looking for a different angle on a story or need additional sources, we 
may be able to help.  Good luck with your coverage and join us on the Road to 
Fun at this year’s events!

Sincerely,

Chris Dickinson
2009 KDF Chairman
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AT&T DERBY FESTIVAL HOTLINE

WHOM TO CONTACT

Special operators will take requests for information on upcoming events 
and answer all types of questions.  The calls range from ticket prices and 
event times, to appropriate dress for events.  The lines are open Monday 
- Friday from 9 AM until 5 PM.  It also operates 8 AM until Noon Saturday, 
April 25.

(502) 584-FEST

Aimee Boyd
OR

Mark Shallcross

Kentucky Derby Festival, Inc.
1001 South Third Street
Louisville, KY  40203

Switchboard (502) 584-6383
Toll Free (800) 928-FEST

FAX (502) 589-4674

Press Line
(502) 584-3378, ext. 822 or (502) 741-7441

Email
mshallcross@kdf.org OR  kdfpressoffice@kdf.org
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ICON KEY

ONLINE INFORMATION

Events with Pegasus Pin® Admission

Events that require tickets

Events with concessions available

Media Coverage notes

Events with recycling and Go Green! efforts

The Festival’s Internet site 
is an invaluable media 
tool and has just been 
redesigned.  Information 
is available on every 
Derby Festival event and 
updated daily after March 
1.  Press releases are 
uploaded into the “News” 
area of the site.  Color 
photos and event graphics can be downloaded from the “Media” area.
New features include opportunities to connect through other social media 
networks such as MySpace, Facebook groups and Twitter. 

Media Guide 2009.indd   3 4/8/09   8:42:58 AM



TICKETS

More than two-thirds of the Festival events are free 
admission with a 2009 Pegasus Pin®.  However, 
there are a few events which require tickets.

Tickets for the following events can be purchased at the Kentucky 
Derby Festival Office located at 1001 South Third Street.  Box 
office hours are 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM, Monday-Friday.  Call (502) 
584-FEST or log onto www.kdf.org.

American Founders Bank Derby Festival WineFest

AT&T Derby Festival Spring Fashion Show

Bluegrass Family Health Running Wild Pasta Dinner

Dancing with the Stars: Derby Style

Great Steamboat Race

Illumination Derby Ball for Teens

Republic Bank Pegasus Parade

Slice of St. Augustine

The Fillies Derby Ball

They’re Off!® Luncheon

Urban League Moonlight Cruise

*Tickets for the Wazoo Sports Basketball Classic presented by 
papajohns.com can only be purchased at TicketMaster locations.  
Order tickets online at www.ticketmaster.com.  For ticket 
information or to order by phone, please call TicketMaster at 
(502) 361-3100.  A TicketMaster convenience fee will be added to 
all outlet, internet and phone orders.
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KDF GOING GREEN

The Derby Festival is continuing our efforts to “Go Green” 
and making a long-term commitment to become more 
environmentally friendly.

As part of this effort, in 2008 KDF became the first Kentucky Business 
to completely offset the carbon emissions produced by the electricity 
use at its Louisville headquarters by purchasing Green Energy from 
Louisville Gas and Electric.  The initiative allowed the Festival to take a 
more eco-friendly approach to its daily business operations.  Through 
the partnership, the Festival offset the more than 18 tons of carbon 
dioxide created each month by its electricity use at the organization’s 
headquarters on South Third Street in Louisville.

The Festival is also raising awareness of recycling at its more than 70 
events held each spring.  Through a partnership with the City of Louisville 
and Rumpke, more recycling bins will be added throughout event venues.  
In addition, the Festival is growing its “Green Teams” with the help of the 
Boy Scouts.  These groups of volunteers will be assisting in the collection 
of recyclable materials at major events such as Thunder Over Louisville, 
Derby Festival Marathon and miniMarathon presented by Walmart, 
Kroger’s Fest-a-Ville on the Waterfront and the Republic Bank Pegasus 
Parade.

Here are some ways you can “Go Green” with the Kentucky Derby 
Festival:

1. Use recycling bins at Festival events.

2. Ride your bike to Thunder and Kroger’s Fest-a-Ville.

3. Carpool to Derby Festival events.

4. Join the Derby Festival and purchase Green Energy for your 
home or office, visit:  www.eon-us.com.

For more tips on how you can Go Green, visit the Festival’s website at 
www.kdf.org.
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