


Since its inception in 1998, the Foundation has raised more than $1,000,000 to support over 40 
other non-pro�t agencies and charitable causes. �e Foundation, a 501(c) 3 not-for-pro�t charity 
receives and manages charitable contributions on behalf of the Kentucky Derby Festival, Inc., its 
supporters and the general public. It works to further the Festival’s educational and charitable 
mission through exhibitions and performances.

	  	 The most notable is the annual Fillies Derby 		
	 Ball, produced by The Fillies, Inc., held on 		
	 Thunder Eve. The event has been held since 		
	 1959 and serves as the only black tie ball on  
	 the Kentucky Derby Festival schedule.  

	  	 Fest-A-Vegas takes 		
	 place in November  
	 and is a festive party 		
	 featuring: Casino style 
	 gaming, dinner and  
	 dancing. Food donations 		
	 bene�t Dare to Care.

	 	 The Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation 		
	 Pro-Am Golf Tournament funds various 
	 foundation projects. The Pro-Am is open to  
	 the public and includes lunch, golf with a local 	
	 professional, a cocktail reception and more. 

 	 Vincenzo’s fundraising event held in June 		
	 includes dinner, wine pairings and cooking 		
	 demonstrations.

KDFF Supports Education
	 Awards $20,000 in savings bonds annually to the top �ve �nishers in the Kentucky Derby Festival Spelling Bee. The 		
	 Kentucky Derby Festival manages a statewide (and Southern Indiana counties) competition and holds the �nals in the 		
	 spring of each year.
	 	Awards $5,000 annually in scholarships to the Kentucky Derby Festival Royal Court. The Court acts as of�cial 			

	 ambassadors of one of the countries leading civic-celebrations and attends most of the 70 Festival events.  

Preserving & Documenting the History of KDF
	 	Establishment of both a permanent and temporary Festival heritage exhibit at the Kentucky Derby 		

	 Museum. The exhibit features Derby Festival Royal regalia, as well as, artifacts and a timeline of  
	 Festival events and history. 
	 	Developed a coffee table book and a documentary (in conjunction with KET) highlighting the Derby 		

	 Festival’s �rst 50 years.
	 	Donated KDF Scrapbooks to University of Louisville Archives and Records Center.

Charitable Contributions & Grants
	 	Averages annually over $250,000 in charitable giving through the Marathon/miniMarathon Charity 

Module each year bene�ting charities throughout Metro Louisville. Past charities have included: American 
Cancer Society; American Lung Association; American Printing House for the Blind; Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Foundation; Dare to Care; ElderServe; Gilda’s Club; James Graham Brown Cancer Center; Kentucky and 
Southern Indiana Stroke Association; Kentucky Hemophilia Foundation, Kids Center for Pediatric Therapies; 
Kosair Children’s Hospital; Leukemia and Lymphoma Society; Olmsted Parks Conservancy; Orphan Care 
Alliance; Ovarian Awareness of Kentucky; and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 
	 	Proceeds from the Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation Pro-Am Golf Tournament bene�t The First Tee of 

Louisville, a life skills and youth development program operated on the platform of golf.

Events

Place application in an  
envelope and mail to:
Kentucky Derby Festival Foundation
1001 S. Third Street
Louisville, KY 40203SIgN Up  
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�e Foundation hosts and is the bene�ciary of several events throughout the year.  


