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50th Parade Will ÔTwistÕ
Down Broadway

The Republic Bank Derby Festival Pegasus Parade will
celebrate its 50th anniversary on Thursday, May 5, with
a new twist … rock •n• roll icon Chubby Checker will
serve as Grand Marshal in keeping with the parade•s

Rockin• @ 50 theme. Born Ernest Evans in Spring
Gully, S.C., Checker recorded •The TwistŽ … one
of the top-selling singles of all-time … in 1959. The
song became a dance sensation and scores of twist
tunes followed. •The TwistŽ was re-released in 1962
and became the only song in recording industry
history to reach no. 1 on the charts two different
times.

Checker will perform •The TwistŽ live as the opening
act in the TV Zone (between Preston and Floyd
streets) of the parade before the Review Stand
audience and on live television. He will then be
escorted to the start of the parade at Campbell to
make the entire length of the route along Broadway.
Said Kentucky Derby Festival President and CEO

Mike Berry: •We•re thrilled to have a musical legend
such as Chubby Checker to serve as Grand Marshal of
the Pegasus Parade as it celebrates its 50th with a tribute
to the birth of rock music.Ž

The 50th annual Pegasus Parade will begin at 5 p.m. on
May 5. The parade steps off at Campbell and Broadway
with approximately 100 units to include equestrians,
floats, marching bands, giant inflatable character
balloons and celebrities. The 17-block parade route
marches west on Broadway to Ninth Street. The event

is broadcast live on WAVE 3 TV and is hosted
by NBC Today Show•s Willard Scott. The

parade is sponsored by Republic Bank &
Trust Company.  BellSouth Real Yellow Pages
is the overall band sponsor.

Tickets for the parade are on sale NOW at the
Kentucky Center box office and TicketMaster outlets.
Bleacher tickets are just $5 in honor of the 50th
Celebration; front row chair seating is $10; and TV
Review Stand seating $25.

Toasting the 50th

The Derby Festival•s newest event … WineFest …
will be held May 3 and 4 at Waterfront Park. At
least six Kentucky wineries will participate,
offering up to 10 different varieties of their

wines. WineFest will be held
at the Waterfront Park Overlook,
next to the Chow Wagon in a separate,
tented venue. The event will be held rain
or shine.

Tickets to WineFest cost $20 and
include a souvenir etched wine glass,
a WineFest pin and admission to a
90-minute wine-tasting session.

WineFest will be open for three sessions
on both days … 3:30 to 5 p.m.; 5:30 to 7 p.m. and

7:30 to 9 p.m. WineFest is sponsored by Old National
Bank with contributing sponsor 102.3 The Max.

Spend More Than 60 Minutes
with Lesley Stahl

Veteran newscaster and correspondent Lesley
Stahl will be the guest speaker at the

49th annual They•re Off! Luncheon
on Friday, April 22. Stahl will
address more than 2,000 Festival
supporters and patrons in
attendance for this grand
community tradition, which

begins at 11:30 a.m. in the Grand
Ballroom of the Galt House East.

The Derby Festival is pleased to welcome
a NEW sponsor for the luncheon … Norton Healthcare.
Business First and Bluegrass Family Health
return as contributing sponsors of the luncheon,
along with newcomer Frost Brown Todd LLC.

50 Years of Festival Fun!



Volunteer Spotlight: Ward Robinson

Ward Robinson is one of the Derby Festival•s longest-
serving volunteers and his connection to the Pegasus

Parade dates to the inaugural parade in
1956. •My father, June Ward Robinson, and
my uncle Kelly were two of the ten people
who helped secure floats for the first parade,Ž
said Ward, who works in the medical
equipment business. •It was an impressive
parade back then and it•s impressive now.Ž

Ward is now working his 29th consecutive
year as a member of the Parade Committee,
for which he has served in a variety of roles.
•I started off as seating chairman and I was

operations chair for two years,Ž he said. •I•ve done it for
a long time and I•m starting to ease out of it. It•s time to
turn it over to some other people.Ž

A native of Louisville, Ward has served on the Thunder
Over Louisville Committee and he worked the
miniMarathon for about 25 years as a split-caller. He also
serves on the board of the Kling Center, an Old Louisville-
based service organization that provides assistance to
elderly citizens and those in need. •I like to help people
any time I can,Ž said Ward.

Going the Extra Mile

As a not-for-profit organization, the Kentucky Derby Festival
is heavily dependent on corporate sponsorship. The Festival
is always willing to tailor a sponsorship package to fit individual
businesses and will work until the sponsor is satisfied. A good
example is that of Waterfield Financial Corporation•s joining
the Festival Family as a Trustee Level sponsor.

Days before last New Year•s Eve, Waterfield contacted the
Derby Festival•s Marketing Department to inquire about a
sponsorship package. •They wanted to turn it around in a
hurry in order to meet their 2004 marketing budget,Ž said Don
Schieman, KDF Vice President of Marketing. •We were able
to get it worked out in time.Ž Wendy Thornbury, Vice President
of Waterfield Financial Corporation, said the company was
very pleased with the Festival•s quick response and their
sponsorship package.

More Than Double Your
Fun at Balloon Events

The U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon Race, which
attracts more than 50,000 fans annually, has some new
changes in store for this year•s event. In celebration of
the Festival•s 50th, the two traditional balloon events
will become FIVE! Another glow and race have been
added to the weekend, including a new •miniŽ glow
to open the Chow Wagon.

April 28:
NEW! U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon Glimmer
8:30 pm.  Waterfront Park, Great Lawn.
Contributing sponsor: New Country 103.9.

April 29:
NEW! U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great
Balloon Rush-Hour Race.
7:00 am.  Traditional Hare and Hound Format.
Contributing sponsor: 102.3 The Max.

U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon Glow.
9:00 pm. Contributing Sponsor: 103.1 WRKA.
Broadcast live on WHAS 11.

April 30:
U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon Race.
7:00 am.  NEW FORMAT! Multi-Task race.
Contributing sponsor 102.3 The Max.

NEW! U.S. Bank Derby Festival Great Balloon
Rock ‘n’ Glow.
9:00 pm. Live musical performance.
Contributing sponsor: 103.1 WRKA.



Work? ItÕs Derby Week!

Derby Week will feature two hot national acts at the
Waterfront Park Chow Wagon. At 9 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 3, the Average White Band will bring its unique
brand of dance music to the stage for a set of their
greatest hits. AWB•s timeless grooves have been
sampled by some of the biggest names in the hip-
hop, rap and acid jazz worlds, confirming the strong
impression the band has made on a new generation.

At 9 p.m. on Thursday, May 5, Blue County will hit
the stage. Blue County … one of the hottest new acts
in country music … is the duo of longtime friends
Aaron Benward and Scott Reeves. They met through
a mutual friend at the video shoot for Tamara Walker's
"Didn't We Love." In addition to these two national
bands, the Chow Wagon @ Waterfront Park will
feature more than 20 live free concerts on the
Budweiser True Music talent stage from Thursday,
April 28 - thru Derby Eve, May 6. All the fun can be
had by simply wearing your Pegasus Pin!

Meijer Pulls Out All the Stops

This year•s Meijer miniMarathon and Marathon will
include some exciting new features for both runners
and spectators. In addition to increased promotion of
the two races, Meijer•s sponsorship has allowed race
organizers to add some new elements to the race
structure. For the first time, relay teams will be able to
take part in the marathon in three divisions
… male, female and coed … with five-runner
teams completing two 5-K, two 10-K and
one 12.2-K leg.

Also new to this year•s marathon course are
organized cheering sections known as
•Scream Teams,Ž which will be situated at
six locations along the second half of the
marathon route. The locales will feature
bleacher seating, a DJ playing recorded music
and a tented area offering complimentary snacks and
beverages. Spectators will be provided with motivational
devices, including whistles and •cheer sticks,• to
encourage runners.

After the race, runners can reunite at the new Post-
Race Party at Louisville•s premier entertainment venue.
Fourth Street Live! will be abuzz with runners and their
friends and families meeting to celebrate the tremendous
accomplishment. Runners will be treated to a free drink
and live entertainment will keep the party festive.




